Abstract. Naive juvenile Norway rats, Rattus norvegicus, were housed either individually or in groups of six and were given 10-days ad libitum access to three palatable, protein-deficient diets and a single, less palatable, protein-rich diet. Although subjects housed in groups ate the same amount of food as did subjects housed alone, group-housed animals both ate more protein-rich diet and grew more rapidly than did individually housed subjects.
The young of many mammalian species face a severe challenge to survival at weaning. As milk flow from its dam wanes, each juvenile must learn to choose appropriate foods to eat from among myriad ingestible substances with which it comes into contact (Galef & Beck 1990) . Beck & Galef (1989) have reported that individual weanling rats offered a choice of four foods (three both relatively palatable and proteindeficient and one relatively unpalatable but protein-rich) were slow to learn to eat the proteinrich food and failed to grow at a normal rate. On the other hand, individual weanlings that shared their enclosures with adult demonstrator rats that had been trained to eat only the protein-rich diet, quickly learned to eat that diet and grew normally (Beck & Galef 1989; Galef et al. 1991) .
The procedure used by Beck & Galef (1989) provided a laboratory analogue of a situation (presumably common outside the laboratory) in which juvenile rats that are learning to select an adequate diet have opportunities to interact with adult conspecifics that have already learned what foods to eat. However, Beck & Galef's (1989) procedure failed to capture a second, potentially important social feature of the weaning environment; in natural circumstances, most rat pups are weaned as one of a sibling group each of whose members must learn to find a nutritionally adequate diet in an unfamiliar environment.
EXPERIMENT 1
Experiment 1 was undertaken to determine whether rat pups weaned in groups would be more efficient at learning to select a nutritionally adequate diet from an array of adequate and deficient foods than would rat pups weaning in isolation. We offered both groups of juvenile rats and individual juvenile rats four distinctively flavoured foods, only one of which contained sufficient protein for normal growth. We then determined whether members of groups of animals were more successful than were their isolated fellows in learning to select the protein-rich diet. Thus, we asked not whether a naive animal could use a knowledgeable conspecific as a source of information to solve a foraging problem, but whether members of groups of naive animals could solve a foraging problem more rapidly than could isolated naive animals.
Methods

Subjects
One hundred and twenty experimentally naive, 42-49-day-old, female Long-Evans rats, born in the vivarium of the McMaster University Psychology Department (Hamilton, Ontario) to breeding stock acquired from Charles River, Canada (St Constant, Quebec), served as subjects. When we had a group of 24 42-49-day-old pups, we weighed them and assigned each pup to one of four groups of six that we equated for mean weight. The six subjects in some groups were housed together (N=11 groups of six subjects), while the six subjects in remaining groups (N=9 groups of individual subjects) were housed in individual cages.
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